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Undertaker Records. 
 
The Society Transcription Team have recently been working on providing data from the records of a 
local firm of undertakers, Lawrence Undertakers. These contain valuable information about, not only 
the deceased, but that of their relatives and acquaintances which might not be available from any other 
source. This project has produced information for around 6000 funerals over a period from 1935 to the 
mid 1980s. 

We also aim to provide access, on request, to an image of the original entry in the undertaker’s records, 
which give fascinating details about the funeral which is not directly related to genealogical research. 
Items such as the type of coffin, where any wake was held and detail of the clergyman involved in any 
funeral service. It will give a unique insight to an event which might otherwise be lost in the mists of 
time. 

The 1st phase of this project is now complete & a further 2345 records have been added to the On-line 
Database. 

The 2nd phase, which involves transcribing a further set of records recently discovered by the 
Undertaker. will start after the Workhouse project (see below) has been completed.   This should be in 
the 2nd half of 2024. 

Calderdale Workhouses. 

A significant amount of work has been done in the past by genealogical commercial organisations like 
FMP on Workhouse records.   However, there are periods of time that are as yet untouched.    Our 
Society has now gained permission from WYAS to start a project transcribing records from Calderdale 
Workhouses for the periods :- 

 Ovenden – 1756 to 1838 
 Gibbet Street – 1871 to 1918 (Creed Registers) 
 Todmorden – 1880 to 1882 and 1879 to 1921 

By the beginning of March 2024 21 team members were busy transcribing the first files.   2 further team 
members are due to go to Wakefield Archives on Tuesday 5th March, to begin the task of photographing 
the remaining Workhouse books on this project.   We hope to have completed this part of the project 
by the end of March. 

Information on these projects will be updated regularly on this page as we progress. 


